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CONRAD MEYER
(1618 Zürich 1689)

Memento Mori. Ein jeder ist dem Tod verpflicht, Wann, Wie und Wo, das weiss er nicht. 1618. A
Putto sleeping on a scull. Underneath a rime in two columns of 4 lines each. "Einer Tugend liebenden
Jugend in Zürich ab der Burgerbibliothec für das 1668 Jahr Verehrt". Etching. 22,5:16,5 cm.
Hollst. XXVII, 323b.

This allegory on death as sleep, etched by Conrad Meyer, was published by the Burgerlibrary as present
for the youth of Zurich on the occasion of the New Year of 1668. In the background a view of Zurich and
the river Limmat. In the river are the letters NB, also repeated in the lower right of the image, with the
date 5th June 1667. This date is commemorating the death of the orientalist Johann Heinrich Hottinger
who drowned at this location. (44918).
CHF 500.–
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BASILIUS BESLER

(1561 Nürnberg 1629)
Amaranthus Tricolor. Verso text: Secundus Ordo, Fol. 5. CELEBERRIMI
EYSTETTENIS... From: Hortus Eystettensis. Eichstätt und Nürnberg, 1613. Etching with contemporary
coloring. 46,2:39,5 cm.
The plate shows an Amaranthus tricolor (vegetable amaranth) with red colored seeds, its leaves can be
eaten as a vegetable. Amaranth is one of the oldest cultivated plants and was both in the old and the new
world very common. The etching is beautifully colored and gives the plant a three dimensional depth.
Brown stain in the lower right corner. (41360).
CHF 2000.-
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BASILIUS BESLER

(1561 Nürnberg 1629)
I. Acanthus Spinosus. II. Scorpisides Maintertia Dod. III. Scorpisides
Mintertia Dodonei. Verso text: UNDECIMUS ORDO COLLECTARUM
PLANTARUM AESIVALIUM. From: Hortus Eystettensis. Eichstätt
und Nürnberg, 1613. Etching with contemporary coloring. 47,8:39,8 cm.
This print shows an example of the “Acanthus spinosus”. Every detail of the plant, which helps to indentify
it, is clear. Only the flowers seem to be still hidden in the purple bracts. The Acanthus spinosus is framed
above by two other plants.
During the reconstruction of the castle “Willibaldsburg” above the Altmühl a new garden has also been
planned. The Prince Bishop of Eichstätt, Johann Konrad von Gemmingen retained the doctor and
pharmacist Joachim Camerarius for its redesign. After Camerarius’ death the contract was handed over to
the Nuremberg apothecary Basilius Besler. In addition, the bishop also asked for a survey of the plants in
the garden, so that the book Hortus Eystettensis was created whose 367 engravings were printed in
Nuremberg. The garden was created finally in an area of about one hectare and was soon widely known as
the only major European botanical garden outside Italy. The book Hortus Eystettensis is considered a
masterpiece of botanical book illustration of the Baroque era, both in content and for its artistic
representati. (41361).
CHF 2000.-
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MATTHÄUS MERIAN

(Basel 1593 - 1650 Langenschwalbach)
Baden im Argöw. Engraving. 27:43,7 cm.
Matthäus Merian, Topographiae Heletiae, Rhaetiae et Valesiae, Das ist Beschreibung vnd Eigentliche
Abbildung der Vornembsten Stätte und Plätz in der hochlöblichen Eydgenoßschafft Grawbündten, Walliß,
vnd etlicher zugewanten Orten. (Frankfurt am Main: 1642). Wide margins. Vertigal centerfold. Paper
discolorations. (44919).
CHF 400.-
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CHRISTIAN GOTTLIEB GEISSLER
(Augsburg 1729 - 1814 Genève)

(1ère Vue d'une partie du petit et grand Salève, Champel, du chemin de Very, Pinchat et du cours de
l'Arve, prise du haut de la Campagne de Monsieur Pictet, 1799).
1799. Watercolor and gouache. Framing line in black pen.
22:41,5 cm.
Barbara und Roland de Loes, Genève, par la Gravure et l'Aquarell, Genève 1988, p. 220.

The Geneva Library owns a copy with the title listed above. Our sheet has a gouached, wide border but is
unlabeled. (40133).
CHF 1500.-
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JOHANNES RUFF
(Zürich 1813–1886 Weiningen)
Zürich. Ca. 1870. After Heinrich Bräm. Gouache over aquatint with grey gouached edge. 32,5:56,7 cm.
View from the St. Peter's Tower against the Grossmünster, Limmatquai and the lake. (44914).
CHF 3400.-

